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ROBERT MACGREGOR, tenor saxophone

- “One of the very few good young saxophonists developing his own sound, with the compositional ability, maturity, and vision to lead a band playing original music…the debut recording, Refraction of Light, is highly recommended” — Steve Slagle / Joe Lovano Nonet, Mingus Big Band, Stryker-Slagle Band

- “Music with a global perspective: the compositions are imaginative, the performances are strong...Robert’s first release is a work of integrity” — Chris Rosenberg / Ornette Coleman’s Prime Time
Robert MacGregor (b. 1983 / Los Angeles, CA), of European and Chinese descent, is rapidly developing a unique voice combining such saxophone influences as Lee Konitz, Warne Marsh, Stan Getz, George Coleman, and Joe Henderson, with a compositional approach that evokes the work of such diverse innovators from Maurice Ravel to Lennie Tristano, Wayne Shorter, Richie Beirach, and Kenny Wheeler.  Being based in New York City since 2003 has afforded MacGregor the unparalleled opportunity to draw inspiration from both the brightest emerging talent of his generation as well as such cutting-edge artists as Kurt Rosenwinkel, Mark Turner, and Dave Binney, among many others.  The result, as evidenced with the 2007 debut Refraction of Light, is music that is sophisticated and of-the-present yet accessible to a wide variety of listeners.
Education

Irvine High School (Irvine, CA – between Los Angeles and San Diego): 1997-2001

- SCSBOA (Southern California School Band & Orchestra Association) Junior High Jazz All-Stars (1998) / tenor saxophone 2

- SCSBOA High School Honor Jazz Band (2000) / lead alto saxophone

- SCSBOA High School Honor Jazz Band (2001) / lead tenor saxophone

-Performances with / under Eric Marienthal, Jeff Bunnell, Jeff Tower, Glen Cashman, and Kevin Mays
-Studies include Gary Matsuura and Dan St. Marseille

USC / University of Southern California (Los Angeles, CA): 2001-2003

Major: Pre-Business (incomplete)

- Performances with / under Bill Watrous and Ron McCurdy
- Studies include Jason Goldman, Leo Potts, Gary Foster, and Bob Sheppard

- Berklee BEST Scholarship Recipient

Manhattan School of Music (New York, NY): 2003-2007

Major: BM, Jazz Saxophone

- Performances with / under Mark Soskin (Sonny Rollins), Cecil Bridgewater (Max Roach)
- Studies include Steve Slagle, Dick Oatts, Garry Dial, and Chris Rosenberg
